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desensitization of cholinergic nerve terminals. Acetylcholine (ACh) bound to a
muscarinic receptor located at the membrane of the nerve terminal causes an

increase of permeability to Na+, K+ and Ca2+ ions and a reduction of the membrane
potential. The time course of the response to the external application of agonist is
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receptor. The application of an excess of agonist, for example, ACh, then produces a
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